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Note to parents, carers and teachers 


Read it yourself is a series of modern stories, favourite 
characters and traditional tales written in a simple 
way for children who are learning to read. The books 
can be read independently or as part of a guided 
reading session. 


Each book is carefully structured to include many 
high-frequency words vital for first reading. The 
sentences on each page are supported closely by 
pictures to help with understanding, and to offer 
lively details to talk about. 


The books are graded into four levels that progressively 
introduce wider vocabulary and longer stories as a 
reader’s ability and confidence grows. 


| Ideas for use 


¢ Although your child will now be progressing 
towards silent, independent reading, let her 
know that your help and encouragement is 
always available. 


* Developing readers can be concentrating so 
hard on the words that they sometimes don’t 

_ fully grasp the meaning of what they’re reading. 
Answering the puzzle questions at the end of 
the book will help with understanding. 


For more information and advice on Read it yourself and I Ba n d 
book banding, visit www.ladybird.com/readityourself \\ 1 0 ! 


Level 4 is ideal for children who are ready to 
read longer stories with a wider vocabulary and 
are eager to start reading independently. 


Special features: 
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Longer 
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sentences ~~ beautiful palace, but there were 
‘mice and rats running all over it. 
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that can help you.” 
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the palace forever. 
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Dick 
Whittington 


Illustrated by Victoria Assanelli 


Once upon a time, there was a boy 
called Dick Whittington. He didn’t 
have any parents, and he didn’t 
have any money. 


One day Dick said, “I’m going to 
London to look for work.” 


London was a long way away and 
Dick walked for days and days. 
When he got there, it was not 

at all like his home. 


In London there were lots of big 
houses and lots of shops. 


“There must be work for me here,” 
Dick said. So he asked for work in 
all the big houses and all the shops, 
but there was nothing for him. 


Dick had nowhere to go. He was 
so tired that he went to sleep on 
the doorstep of a big house. 


A cook came out of the door 
and said, “You can’t sleep here! 
Go away at once.” 


Just then, the man who lived in 
the house came home. He was 
called Mr Fitzwarren, and he 
was very rich. 


“This boy has nowhere to go,” 
he said to the cook. “He can 
work in the kitchen.” 


So Dick worked hard in the 
kitchen every day. 


Mr Fitzwarren was very 
pleased and gave him 
some money. ; 


At night, Dick slept in a room at 
the top of the house. The room 
was just big enough for his bed. 


But every night, as Dick tried 
to sleep, rats and mice jumped 
about on his bed. 


“A cat would catch all these rats 
and mice,” said Dick. “I must go 
and buy a cat.” 


The next day, Dick saw a woman 
who had a beautiful cat to sell. 


“Can this cat catch rats 
and mice?” asked Dick. 


“This cat is the best rat and 
- mouse catcher in London,” 
said the woman. 


“Then I would like to buy her,” ‘ 
said Dick. a 
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Dick gave the woman his money. 
He took the cat home. | 


When he went to bed that night, 
the cat chased the rats and mice i 
away. At last, Dick had a good \ 
night's sleep. | 
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Mr Fitzwarren had a beautiful 
daughter called Alice. Alice 
wanted to help Dick. 


“My father has lots of ships,” 
she said. “He sells goods to rich 
people in countries far away. 
Give him something to sell, 
and then you can be rich.” 
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“What can I sell?” said Dick. 
“All I have is my cat.” 


“Then my father will take your 
cat and sell it,” said Alice. 


Dick did not want to sell his cat, 
but he wanted to please Alice. 


Dick gave his cat to Mr Fitzwarren. 


“This cat is the best rat and mouse 
catcher in London,” said Dick. 
“Will you sell her for me?” 


“Yes, [ll sell your cat for you, 
Dick,” said Mr Fitzwarren. 


SCONES * 


Dick missed his cat. Every night, 

_ the rats and mice came back and 
* jumped about on Dick’s bed. This 
made Dick very unhappy. 


“I don’t like London,” said Dick. 
“Pm going back home.” 


So Dick turned and went back 

to Mr Fitzwarren’s house. When he 
got there, everyone was sleeping. 
No one had seen him leave. 


oo 


Mr Fitzwarren’s ship was sailing 
to a country far away. The king 
and queen of that country wanted 
to buy some goods. 


As he was leaving on the ship to 
go and see them, Mr Fitzwarren 
took Dick’s cat with him. 


The king and queen had a 
beautiful palace, but there were 
mice and rats running all over it. 


Mr Fitzwarren said, “I have a cat 
that can help you.” 


Dick’s cat chased all the 
rats and mice away from 
the palace forever. 
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The king and queen wanted 
to buy Dick’s cat, but the cat 
wanted to go home. 


The king and queen said, 

“This beautiful cat has helped us. 
Take her home and give this 
money to her master.” 


So Mr Fitzwarren took the cat 
back to London. Y 


When Mr Fitzwarren came home, 
he gave the money and the cat to 
Dick. Dick was pleased to have 
the money, and he was even more 
pleased to see his cat again. 


The money made him rich, and 
not long after, he married Alice. 


Dick, Alice and the cat lived 
happily ever after. 


And the people of London made ~ 
Dick their lord mayor three times, 
just as the bells had said. 


How much do you remember about the 

| story of Dick Whittington? Answer these 
| ; questions and find out! 

e@ Where does Dick go to look 

for work? 


| ° Ww Sig ee Dick give to 
Mr Fitzwarren to sell? 


@ | What te the cat do 
in the palace? 


: e What ai Dick back 
_ to London? | 


j e How many times is Dick 
~ made lord mayor? 


Unjumble these words to make words 
from the story, then match them to the 
correct pictures. 
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Available on the salle MMO The Read it yourself with Ladybird 
lene y y' 
App Store y Goog e ple app is now available 


Dick Whittington goes to London to make 
his fortune, but gets a cat! What happens 
when Dick gives his cat to a wealthy man? 


Read it yourself is a series of character stories 
and traditional tales, written in a simple way 
for children who ore learning to read. 


Level 2 
For beginner readers who can read short, 
simple sentences with help. 
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Level 3 \ 
For more confident readers who can read 
simple stories with help. / 
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